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Applicants or agent's file reference 
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POR FURTHER ®®® Notification of Transmittal of International Search Report 
A (Form PCT/ISA/220) as well as, where applicable, Item 5 below. 
ACTION 


Internatlonal application No. 

PCT/US 99/20128 


International filing date (day/month/year) 

01/09/1999 


(Earliest) Priority Date (day/month/year) 

01/09/1998 


Applicant 

THE PROCTER & GAMBLE COMPANY et al . 



This International Search Report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 

This International Search Report consists of a total of 3 sheets. 

[X] It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



1 . Basjs of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the International search 
was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing : 

I I contained in the international application in written form. 

I I filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readble form. 

I I the statement that fhe subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

I I the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has been 
furnished 

2. Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 

3. \^ Unity of invention is lacking (see Box II). 

4. With regard to the title, 

[X] the text Is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

I I the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

pr| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

I I the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box III. The applicant may, 
' — ' within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

6. The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 



I I as suggested by the applicant. Q None of the figures. 

I I because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

I I because this figure better characterizes the invention. 
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Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 

IPC 7 CUD 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are Included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practical, search terms used) 
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claims 1-6 
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table 1 

claims 1-8 
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29 January 1998 (1998-01-29) 
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-/-- 



1-3,7,8 



1-3,7,8 
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Further documents are listed in the continuation of box C. 



)( Patent family members are listed in annex. 



" Special categories of cited documents : 

"A" document defining the general state of the art which is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

"E" earlier document but published on or after the international 
filing date 

"L" document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

"O" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

"P" document published prior to the international filing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



'T" later document published after the international filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underiying the 
invention 

"X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 

"Y" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 

cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
in the art. 

"&" document menribsr of the same patent family 



Date of the actual compietion of the international search 
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Date of mailing of the international search report 
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Name and mailing address of the ISA 
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(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 


See Notification of Transmittal of International 


CM1903/MH 


FOR FURTHER ACTION Preliminary Examination Report (Fomi PCT/IPEA/416) 


International application No. 


Intemational filing date (day/month/year) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 


PCT/US99/20128 


01/09/1999 


01/09/1998 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 




C11D3/39 






Applicant 






THE PROCTER & GAMBLE COMPANY et at. 





1 . This international prelinrtinary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and Is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 6 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, I.e. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

I Kl Basis of the report 
Priority 

IMon-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations suporting such statement 



11 
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111 
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IV 
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VI 


□ 


VM 
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VIII 


□ 



Date of submission of the demand 
16/03/2000 


Date of completion of this report 
20.11.2000 


Name and mailing address of the intemational 
preliminary examining authority; 

^ European Patent Office 
/S) D-80298 Munich 

jSf' Tel. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 
Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 


Authorized officer ^^^^^sss^^js^ 

Culmann, J-C (f ^ )) 

^^^^^ 

Telephone No. +49 89 2399 8487 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 




International application No. PCT/US99/201 28 



I. Basis of the r port 

1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of (substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed'* and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70, 16 and 70. 1 7),): 
Description, pages: 

1 -32 as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 



Claims, No.: 



1-8 



as originally filed 
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INTERNATIONAL PrSiINARY 
EXAMINATIONREPORT 



(Any replacement sheet containing such 
report.) 



i. Ad<JRionalobsen-a<ions.»necessanf: 



J nnueltv inventive step or 
^ ArtiHe 35(2) vi»ith regard to novelty, m 



industrial appricability; 



citations 

i. Statement 

Novelty (N) 
inventive step (iS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: 


Claims 


1-8 


No: 


Claims 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-8 


No: 


Claims 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-8 


No: 


Claims 





2 Citations and explanations 
■ see separate sheet 
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Reasoned Statement under Article 
step and industrial applicability 



35(2) with regard to novelty/mventiv 



bleaching composition. 

statement which is mereiy d 
Whenthe.eo.a.spec-.esina.^^^^^^^^^^ 

JeTnglrent from what is known trom the art. 



in other words, this feature 
comprise it. 



has no bearing upon the 



novelty of the claims which 



The Applicant found that: 

. removal perfomiance when compared 
. peroxides ^l^^-^^^^^J^e^o... 
with dialiphatic diacyl Perox.de or d^^^^ _^ ^ ^^bncs; 

. the peroxides he uses -;-^;--;3;,ea of the species he uses; 

. colour safety is achieved due to low peroxide. 

. tbe presence of a second P^;^^^^^^^^^^^ of the composition, 
contributes to the cleaning and bleaching 



Pon.PCT/Separa,eS.eeV40S(S.een)(EPO-Ap.M99r) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY International application No. PCT/US99/201 28 
EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 



2. In one of his own patent application, see D1 (BE-A-603 768, not cited in the 
search report, copy enclosed), the Applicant preferably used species which were 
said to have no or a very low bleaching capacity (see D1 on page 7, the first 
paragraph). 

That is confirnned by the compositions illustrating the invention: the amount of 
peroxide is surprisingly low, the amount of hydrogen peroxide is however not. 

Using ineffective peroxide compounds (which cannot thus be hannful to coloured 
fabrics) in an othenwise H2O2 containing composition is trivial. 

3. The explanation of the poor colour safety observed for some dialiphatic diacyl 
peroxides or diaromatic diacyl peroxides is found in D2 (US-A-4 154 695), at 
column 1 : under mildly alkaline conditions, asymmetric diacyl peroxides have a 
tendency to form substantially insoluble peroxides which lead to localised damage 
to fibre or dyestuff. 

The Examining Authority does not exclude that the Applicant is actually aware of 
the point, for he formulated all the exemplifying compositions at an acidic pH. 

4. The subject-matter of the present application (and hence, of current claims 1 to 8) 
lacks an inventive step over D1 . 

5. Incidentally, the subject-matter of claims 1 to 8 lacks novelty over D1 , see the 
liquid bleaching compositions of Example IV (which comprise coco soap), wherein 
the following peroxides 

- (substituted or not substituted) benzoyl succinyl peroxide 

- (substituted or not substituted) benzoyl acetyl peroxide 
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- (substituted or not substituted) benzoyl propionyl peroxide 

- (substituted or not substituted) benzoyl butiryl peroxide 

- (substituted or not substituted) benzoyl lauroyi peroxide 

- (substituted or not substituted) benzoyl stearoyi peroxide 

were used when testing the bleaching of a tea-stained fabric piece. 

And the subject-matter of claims 1 , 2, 3 and 7 also lacks novelty over D2, which 
discloses a liquid bleaching composition wherein benzoyl glutaryl peroxide is used 
(see D2, Example 1, Table 2). 
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